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The new season starts this week. With the ever growing strength of the members keen to play we should hopefully be all set for a strong and successful season throughout the teams. The league divisions are shown below with the games for each week listed so you can keep up to date with where the teams are playing.


The team fixtures are summarised below:
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* Indicates 6.30pm start

The league fixtures table can also be accessed at: http://www.southporttennisleague.org.uk/pdfs/league/Divisions.pdf
The league tables and results can also be accessed at:

http://www.southporttennisleague.org.uk/pdfs/league/League.pdf
To help you to keep in touch with how the teams are doing. 
Handbooks are also available showing the above tables. Please see your team captain if you have not yet received your copy.

Friendly Matches have also been arranged with Argyll, Aughton and Ormskirk. These are home and away fixtures – dates on notice board in clubhouse, primarily for players in lower teams who would like more competitive tennis. Please let team captains or Joan Upton know if you wish to play.

  

Just to reiterate the rule changes mentioned in the previous newsletter the league rule changes in force this year are outlined below:

1. All league matches must now be structured with the mixed doubles played first followed by the men’s and ladies doubles.

2.  The tie break which previously took place at 5-5 will now be played at 6-6 instead. 


The first week of the season provided some great results as follows:

1st Team – Played  Formby 2 - WON 12-4

2nd Team – Played Aughton  2 - WON 11-5

3rd Team – Played Mawdesley 4 - LOST 4-12

4th Team – Played Carlton 4 - WON 12-4

5th Team – Played Southbank 4 - WON 11-5

A great effort all round. The 3rd’s played a very strong Mawdesley team who had the home advantage (and were more used to playing in the dark) and are sure to turn it around in the next game. Well done to everyone.

 
As communicated via email earlier this month the date for the indoor tennis at South Ribble Tennis Centre in Bamber Bridge has been changed to Sunday 16th May 3-5pm. Thanks to those have communicated interest or notified me that they will be unable to attend. The list remains on the board down at the club for anyone who wishes to add their name. Apologies again for the inconvenience the manager was very apologetic and the price has been reduced. I will get in touch with all those who have signed up nearer the time to confirm details and try to arrange car share where possible.


As always the Chairman’s Evening was a well attended evening enjoyed by all. Thanks go out to Rob and Gill Hemmings who as ever proved to be wonderful hosts. Thanks also to Janet Oldham for organizing the quizzes and Joan Upton for coordinating the excellent food spread and to all those who contributed. 
A total of £107.85 was raised to add to our club funds so thank you to all who got involved.


The tickets for attending Wimbledon this year were drawn at the Chairman’s Evening. The lucky winners each able to acquire 2 tickets were:

· Terry Barham         
· Pam Flanagan

· Angela Baron
· Barry Hogan

· Janet  Oldham 
· Tony Richardson

· Julie Hogan
Congratulations to all the lucky ticket winners. Could this be Andy Murray’s year?


    
The Betty Silvester Tournament was held on Saturday 10th April. Congratulations to Jane Hogan and Gary Carmichael who battled to beat Joan and Rob in a well fought final. Thanks to Paul Flanagan for arranging the event (even if he did allow for me and him to be drawn together).



The American Tournament was held on Saturday 24th April. Once again a well attended and thoroughly enjoyable afternoon for all with excellent refreshments thanks again to Joan. Congratulations go to Marian Barham and Julie Hogan and Rob Hemmings and David Oliver who were worthy winners on the day.    


Tesco vouchers are once again available for collection to allow us to obtain sports equipment. Last year we used these to get an agility ladder and mini cones for use with juniors (and seniors).
Please leave your Tesco vouchers in the box in the clubhouse so that we can get more equipment this year. Thank you.
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League season: Starts w/c 26/04/10 – ends w/c 26/07/10 (No Whit break)
Indoor Tennis:  Sunday 16th May 3-5pm, South Ribble Tennis Centre, Bamber Bridge

St Bridget’s Bash:  Saturday 26th May – Tennis, food and more
25th Anniversary Celebration:  Saturday, 12th June. Details to follow – watch this space.  *
Ainsdale Show:  Saturday, 3rd July - come and help us publicise our club at the show.

Open Day: Saturday 10th July 

Finals Day: Saturday 11th September

* The Club celebrates its 25th Anniversary on 19th May 2010. The 12th June is the proposed date for the anniversary celebration. It’s a mile stone event for the club and while plans are in progress any ideas and suggestions would be welcome.



The club website (link below) is also a great source for information and thanks go to Joan for her ongoing commitment to maintaining the website.

www.hillsideltc.org.uk
